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modesty in their minds, while they were very young.
Bro. Well, I know all this.
Sist. Pray be patient; among the rest, this was one, that a religious life was the only heaven upon earth; they were her very words: that honour, estate, religion, and all human pleasures, had no relish without it, and neither pointed to a future felicity, or gave any present, at least that was solid and valuable; and on her death-bed she cautioned them never to marry any man, that did not at least profess to own religion, and acknowledge the God that made him, whatever fortunes or advantages might offer, as to this world.
Bro. She might have found something else to do when she was just at her end, I think.
Sist. Brother, let me be free with you; she had two bad examples to set before them, where the want of a religious husband had made two families very miserable, though they had everything else that the world could give; and one was your own sister.
Bro. And the other herself; I understand you, sister.
Sist* Be that, as the sense of your own conduct directs you to think, brother; that's none of my business; she was my sister, and therefore I say no more of that. But these are all digressions: the young women, your daughters, thus instructed, and thus religiously inclined, are grown up; you bring a gentleman to court one of them, who, with all the advantages his person and circumstances present, yet wants the main thing which she looks for in a husband; and without which she declares she will not marry, no, not if a peer of the realm courted her: pray what have you to say to such a resolution, that you should oppose it ?